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Welcome to Mrs. Kramer’s 
Grade 6 Math 

September 2014 

 
 About Me: 

Welcome to Laingsburg Middle School! My name is 
Melissa Kramer and I will be your child’s math teacher this 
year!  I have been a member of the Wolfpack teaching staff 
since 2004 and am very excited to have the opportunity to 
teach both high school and middle school math! I may 
have even taught your older children!  
 
I am a graduate of Eastern Michigan University and the 
University of Michigan (Go Blue!).  I have coached our 
middle school track team for several years. 
 
My family includes my husband, son Reece (a 5th grader at 
LES), an English bulldog named Ginger, and a cat Lily.  
Reece plays a defender position for his Chill Soccer Club 
team.  We as a family enjoy running, skiing, and soccer. 
Watching the World Cup this summer was especially 
exciting for my family! 
       
Sixth grade is a huge transition year and you may be 
concerned about your new middle school student!  I will do 
my best to keep you informed of any information, progress, 
or concerns immediately.  I look forward to this exciting 
journey through 6th grade with you and your student! 

Course Description: 

The focus of 6
th

 grade math is fluency with 

fractions, ratios, integers, solving one-step 

equations, and statistics.  There are 8 units of study 

aligned to common core standards.   

 

 

Contact Information: 

I find it extremely important to communicate with 

parents frequently.  The best way to contact me is 

via email using the address 

melissa.kramer@laingsburg.k12.mi.us. My email is 

connected to my phone and I usually respond to all 

emails within 8 hours.   

Classroom Newsletter 

 

Planner Board 

The 6
th

 grade has a planner board to help keep 

parents informed.  The site can be accessed at: 

lmsplanner6.weebly.com.  Your student will be given 

a planner and will use it daily.  You can also check 

your child’s planner for class information. 

 

Class supplies: 
Students are expected to come to class every day prepared with a pencil (no pens please), textbook, and 

completed assignment.  We will be doing most math “by hand” but should you want to purchase a 

calculator, the TI-30XIIS is acceptable (approximately $13).   

 

Mrs. Tomlinson and I both use “interactive notebooks.”  Beginning September 8th, I am asking each 

student to have:  

 A spiral bound notebook (a plastic covered Mead 2 subject would be ideal). 

 A pack of assorted pens such as BIC Cristal Bold (package must include: red, black, blue, green, 

pink, purple) 

 Glue (bottled glue will hold longer than a glue stick) 

 Highlighter (no color preference) 

 Scissors 

 Pencil pouch to store all materials 

Should you have financial difficulty, please do not hesitate to contact me; we’ll find a way to get your 

child prepared! 
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Classroom Expectations: 

Students are expected to follow school wide rules.  

This is how the rules look in my classroom: 

 Be respectful:  is quiet when teacher is 

presenting, cleans up his/her own mess, is 

willing to help another student 

 Be responsible: brings all materials to class, 

is on time to class, asks questions, seeks 

helps when needed, shows all work 

 

EXPECT RESPECT! 

 

Textbook: 
Each student will receive a Prentice Hall 
Course I textbook (ISBN (’06 ed.) 978-
0131339903 or (’10 ed.) 9780133721157.  
They will be issued to the students in 
good condition and should be returned as 
such.  Please discuss with your child the 
need to take care with these books as 
they cost approximately $75 each to 
replace. 

Practice/Homework: 

Beginning September 8, 2013, your child will have an assignment almost daily.  Usually there will be 

time in class to begin the assignment, but not time to complete it.  As a result, your child will be 

bringing home math to do on a regular basis.  Unless stated otherwise, assignments will be due the 

next school day.  It is your child’s responsibility to complete the assignment on time and bring it to 

class.    

 

The quarter grading breakdown is as follows: 

 70% - assessments (tests and/or large projects) 

 25% - homework/practice/daily activities 

 5% -  daily warm ups 

I will update PowerSchool weekly so you can have the most updated information about your 

student. 

Extra Assistance: 
If your child needs additional help, our 
team of math teachers is available for 
help!  We have Math Lab on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday from 2:45 – 3:45 
p.m. in Ms. McDonald’s classroom.  
Students may use this time to receive 
one-on-one help, redo an assignment, 
prepare for an upcoming test, or simply 
complete that day’s assignment.  

Weekly Updates: 
Mr. Doepker has been collecting email 
addresses for the 6th grade parents.  I will use 
this list serve to email a newsletter each 
Sunday.  The newsletter will include the “I 
Can” standards for the week, upcoming 
quizzes/tests or projects, and other important 
information.  Be sure to have your current 
email address on file so you don’t miss out!  



 

 

 

Weekly Practice Record: 

We keep track of all practice (homework) on a weekly 

basis using a practice record, which stay in the 

classroom.  Each day students complete a daily warm 

up on one side of the record sheet, and I check in their 

homework on the other.  Students receive 1-point for 

each assignment completed in its entirety and 0 points 

for an incomplete or missing assignment.  Students have 

until Friday of that week to submit any missing 

assignments. 

 

On Fridays, the records are turned in and I update 

PowerSchool over the weekend.  Students receive 4 

points for their warm ups; 1 point per day.  Please ask 

your child to see their first few practice records so you 

can see how grades are recorded!   

Learnzillion:  
Learnzillion is an online resource for 
students and parents.  Aligned to the 
common core state standards, 
Learnzillion has thousands of 3 to 5 
minute videos designed to provide 
additional explanation for a mathematical 
topic.   
 
To access Learnzillion, I will be sending 
home a set of instructions Friday, 
September 12th.  

Mastery Policy: 
6th grade in an integral component of secondary mathematics; without a solid understanding of these 

concepts, future math classes will be more difficult.  Because of this, I expect each student to achieve 

at least a70% mastery on all unit assessments.  Unit assessments are cumulative meaning that there 

are always previous topics re-assessed so students won’t forget what we’ve learned earlier in the year. 

 

If your child does not achieve mastery on a unit assessment, there will be a sequence of steps that we 

will accomplish in order to learn the material.  Once your child feels s/he has learned at a mastery 

level, a retest will be given.  The better of the two scores will be recorded in PowerSchool.   

 

My belief is that quizzes and homework are “practices before the big game” and are not do not impact 

a students’ grade as heavily as unit assessment.  Because of this, quizzes are not offered a retake 

option.   

Interactive Notebooks:  
As previously mentioned, Mrs. Tomlinson and I use interactive notebooks (INB) as a teaching tool in our classes. 
Research has concluded that in order for learning to take place, students must be actively engaged with the ability to 
reflect upon what s/he has learned.  Additionally, the use of color aids to solidify learning.   
 
In math, I am requesting a two-subject notebook.  The first subject will be used to take notes (on the right side of each 
page) and reflect on the learning (left side of each page) while the second subject will be used for practice (homework).   
 
Please take time to have your students show you the INB each weekend.  If your child can explain each entry in the 
INB each week, you can conclude that s/he has really learned the concepts.  Thank you in advance! 


