
Hooks to Use in Expository Writing

Type of Hook Example
Question What? You don’t like crunchy caterpillars on your pizza?
Idiom (figure of speech) Now you’re in a pickle. No food, no water, no shelter. What do you 

do?
Anecdote (narrative 
vignette)

I was living in Arkansas the first time I met prejudice face to face.

Definition Hyperbole means extreme exaggeration. I found it was easier to 
say that use. 

Setting In a small school, tucked up in a hollow in Kentucky, students are 
discovering the power of excellence.

Quotation, Dialogue, 
Opinion

“Give me liberty, or give me death.”

Pun: a play on words Now, spider-silk cross hairs are spinning out of existence.
A Riddle, Puzzle, or 
Mystery

What do you call and eight-legged weaver?

Alliterative Phrase Snapping and stomping. Whirling and swirling. To the Native 
American Dance Troop, these moves are the key to their art.

Words in Capitals or Bold STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! The safety patrol wants you!
Exclamation Whew! And you thought the dessert was hot!
Noises (Onomatopoeia) Slurp, slurp. Glug, glug. On a hot day the best thing to quench your 

thirst is a tasty fruit drink from Holler Hollow Snack Bar.
Sentence Fragments A rose in full bloom. Your favorite perfume. A steak cooking over 

charcoal. Our sense of smell tells us plenty.
General to Specific When we talk of honor, we need to start with honesty.
Name a Famous Person or 
Place

Judy Bloom will never know what she started.

Quaint, Archaic, Foreign or 
Obscure Term

“It’s déjà vu, all over again.” Yogi Berra is a word smith 
extraordinaire. 

Reference to Money All it takes is pennies a day and you can become a millionaire in a 
year.

Author’s Feeling I will always remember my grandmother for her kindness and 
generosity.

Fascinating Fact Each year there is one Lego block made for every person in the 
world. Think about it.


